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SUB J : ORLANDO LETELIER ACCUSED IN PRESS OF ARMS DEAL FOR ALLENDE 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. RIGHTIST, SOMEWHAT SENSATIONALIST AFTER- 
NOON PAPER LA SEGUNDA APRIL 1 CARRIED FULL CENTER SPREAD REPRODUCTION 
OF LETTER ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN SENT TO ALLENDE FROM CHILEAN EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON ON IANUARY 21, 1973 BY THEN AMBASSADOR ORLANDO 
LETELIER. LETELIER DETAINED ON DAWSON ISLAND SINCE SEPTEMBER 1973 
COUP. 

2. LETTER PURPORTS TO RESOND TO PERSONAL ALLENDE REQUEST FOR PUR- 
CHASE ONE RPT ONE "MINI MACHINE PISTOL (Mil)” WITH SILENCER, AND 

TWO RPT TWO SMALL REVOLVERS. LETELIER SENT ARMS CATALOGS WITH LETTER 
GIVING SUGGESTIONS AND PRICES. LETTER MARKED PERSONAL AND SENT BY 
SAFEHAND. 

3. LA SEGUNDA TREATS LETTER AS EVIDENCE UNIDAD POPULAR ARMS 
SMUGGLING, LINKING IT TO ARMS CACHES OF ALLENDE BODYGUARD AND MIR 
FOUND SINCE COUP. NO RPT NO OTHER NEWSPAPER MENTIONED STORY 
APRIL 1 OR 2. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

4. BEGIN LOU. COMMENT. ASSUMING LETTER IS GENUINE, 

IT APPEARS CLARLY TO BE A COMPLICATED, AMATEURISH DEAL TO SUPPLY 
GUN HOBBYIST ALLENDE WITH INTERESTING PERSOANL ITEMS WHILE 
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POLITICAL CONCERN SEEMS LUDICROUS. LETTER PROBLABLY GIVEN TO 
PAPER BY GOC SOURCE, CONCEIVABLY TRYING SET STAGE FOR TRIAL 
CHARGING LETELIER WITH ARMS SMUGGLING. DURING AAMBASSADOR'S 
PORTOCOL VISIT TO MIN JUSTICE PRIETO MARCH 14 (REPORTED IN 
MEMCON SENT ARA/BC), PRIETO MADE REFERENCE TO INVOLVEMENT 
LETELIER IN ALLOWING ARMS, INCLUDING PISTOLS WITH SILENCERS, 

INTO CHILE ILLEGALLY. IF THIS IS EXTENT EVIDENCE, LETELIER MAY 
INDEED BE CONVICTED OF VIOLATIONS OF LETTER ARMS CONTROL LAWS, 

BUT INTERNAL AND FOREIGN OPINION WILL BE UNIMPRESSED. 

POPPER 
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